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Dear Levwisn: P
To bring you up to date on wmy activities, for the past three SJ; |

weeks L have been truvelling without interrfuption ( this explains
why you have received no lotter from me for some time.)

My travels break down into twe trips? the first to Cemtral Asia
and the second to HKiev and the Caucesus.Since |l was delayed a day and
and half in returning from Central Asia (o Moscow because of faulty
plane cennections | had only a .few hours here before 1lc.ving for

the second trip to Kiev and the fxmexmx Caucasus, for hich 1 had
alreudy ordered my ticket before going to Central Asia. [ ‘birely had
time to draw my money, change my clothes and catch the traln; there
‘wus simply no opportunity to write, :

. On the first trip I visited Tashkent, Samurkand, Buklara and

. Alma Ata, All of these stops,except ukhara, were for purposes of
"buying books and contacting the locul universities and academies,

The trip to Bukbara was an aftertiought, and undertaken only becuuse
I had a duy's wait in Tashikent fora.plunc to alma Atu end decided to
use the time visiting Bwkhara., 'he visit to T.shkent wus very rewarding,
Among the provinical cities it is one of the largest book publishing
centers, and both the university and the Academy of Scivcnces are very
‘active, In all these respects Tushkent is much more important than
the other Central Asian republican cupitulses In the academic book
store and in the most{ important general beok stere I bought all that
wus mXXXXY available of the local publications, [he visits to the
Central Asiun Stute University ~ the largest and most importunt in
Central Asia -~ and the Uzbek Academy of Sciences were even more
rewarding. At present the university hus exchunges only with a very
few Americun insitutions and on u very smull scule, while the

of instituting substantial and direct exchanges ¥ with American librmries,
The Acudemy of Sciences pm promised e to send you twoe volumes

as an opener, The way the offer came to br mude is thist in the
academic buok store I ha.d bought vol., 2 of a turee volume edition
~of "Descriptions of Medievul Uzbi:k “unuscripts™, volumes one &nd
~ three not being avdailable, At tiie Acedemy Librury I asked if they
ha® extru copies; they did an' promised to send copies of vols., 1

and three to ,ou and Hurvard., I also usked for sets of a multimvolume
"History of the Uszbek Peoples" published by the Uzbek Aceademy of
Sciences a few years ago, an'@ they pormised to send this alac to
you an:! Harvard. I don't know whether or not yuu have these worksy
- I ruther think -ot, given their dutes of publicationj ulso I have
xProfessor Frye's fof HarVurd):jhat Harvurd does not have them, so
yon most prob.ily don't haves them either, The Urbek Acudemy re-
guested nothing in particular in exchunge, primurily becauuse they
_ are in tétal ignorunce of what is being published in America; it

“has literally heen yeurs mixmmxtx since they have received any
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. Americun publications, What they wanted most was to mtmf sturt re-
- eelving American bibliogruphie., such as US Quarterly Book Review,
1 dida’'t comuit you to anything specific, of course, beyoud Buying
you were interested in exchunges and that you would soom write
; offer, and they are expeciuing a letier with an offer, uand
:perhdps vmber or two of the US uarterly Book Review, With resmct
- t0 what dhould exnect in the way of exchanges with them, the cutjut
of the Ugbek icademy is fuirly large. Unfortunately I was unuble to
get a W pboapgctus of their editionsyeither irem the scudemy book
re or the Aca-lemy Librory, since no such BRE v
wever, a list ol wll their publicotions sinc.
ademy 15 at present in press, an’ is
end of tue yeure fhey p mised to send it to you, with indicetions
of whg;:they still have aviilunle ior exchonges In addrtion, the
books: 'hﬂught in the store  will vive yvou some tudicetion ol thenr
: b bey re.ch you, The onlv address Jou need is Library
iy of Seiecnces of the Uznek 3SR, Tashboot, Usbek €0P; 5 {2 -

ospectus exists,
the founding of the
scheduid to upuear betore the

~At the university in Tu.bhent (ne reveption, 1i ansintae, was
~even better,Unlike siost Soviei provia:ial HnLver<1iies, the Centr. d
CAsiutic umiversity publ.shes o rother smount of waterial, fhey oive
Lyo ¢ tulogues, one covering their pu-liectens irois 1922 (o 1956
Mastora tioses from 1936

ﬁ‘ the other u list of tieir Boctere!l an
0 1951, represesting beth published ' anpaslished ai risl. A new
and more up to date cutulogue of their pubhl e
and will be sent to you as Soon 28 14 is re.dy, The first i talogue
“the more idterehtingg_aince Lt mves o complete livi of articles
wariag in their periodicul;«;y snd xt the end or the pumpaleta 1it
their publicuti. ns available on exchun .. I will send «long these
0 catalégﬁés with the next S%xpmuhi o1 boukss From what { wis told
heir publishiog activity ek, e ereatly in the
én amgertion you will bette pabile to evidluate whan You recetve their

test cutulogue, All theso n hﬁlcutiunﬁ,Df CONTSe, Fou eon
ehange. However, the most intereciing purt of the disvubsion was the
fellowiug;_quhkent turned out to be ¥illing vo do what Che Euxveysity
of Kazan refused to do, that is to subscribe o Tocall nom— university
publicutions in r¢ turn ‘for Subgcriptions to such im ric.p Fak publicaticns

i X ,kﬁlgggﬂg;herqgjdffribune, Foreign affairs etel They also

reed to huy loc.lly published hooks on request in returs for requests ;
1at they would make of Americ.n lrbraries. I know such an Brrecmegt f
terests Harvurd, and thepefire com:i cted Barvard ip genzrol to such t
\n exchangé, Ax regards LC snd the otber universities | wimply said
hat FemxmEghes ol kunsas Saby x £x they might be jnterested, ~t all
ends on their uppetite for Centrul isian books and p.ricdicialm, J
w that some of these periodicala, purticaic-ly NEWBpAPET E, ¢on be
ght from Mezhiknigug anfettunaiciy [ do not wnow wh: <k oresy there-
-1t was iwnpossible for me to BuY exucily whai ones Harvard warnted,
ill ¥rite Harvard tod.y or tomserrow aboul ke general naturs ef tha |
ement, an! Harvard cauw Fequest the Bpecific Cenir.] faads .8ien Pl
cations it desircs from Tushwents The Centrol pscin Univessity in

wan":to receive the New York Times, The New York Her¢§d Tribune,
Washington Pest, Foreign Aftuira, Pucific Aftairs,oCuFrint liastory,

'Y kpow whether such an exchange intere-t: vouy with raepect to

aly told them that ou were interested in gemer.1l ip ﬁeceiving
publications and thut they would hear from you shortly, I also

20rm. the other five universities of Tashkents willii
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 5&;;&$!$; inatitute direct exchanges,

After Tashkent I went to Samorkand, which has the second largest

wpiversity im Centr.l Asia, however, the results of the trip were
" wery disapointing, The rector of the university wus uway in Tushient
shm vhen I culled, und the dircctor of the library wus out picking cotton!
It is normal dip most Suviet educutional institutions, in purticular the
smaller ones; for studdnts and a part of the f.culty to help with the
harvest thia way. All I could find out at tu.e librury wus that the
u&iversity;ﬁad published nothing tor the lust ye.r. At the bo k store
there were no university iublications., The cuse of Sumarkand is I
think rather typic.l of the swaller Soviei universities, and bears
out the impression | received at Gorkii{ and later at Hostov)., Such
~ places are small as XMkt institutions, pubiish l'ittle and in gen-
~eral count for much less than institutiscs of ccrresponding sise 1n
erica. Mo ! the writiugs m&& c¢i the f culty de not uppeur under
: iV@rlit% auspices but in'one ur an.ther icudemy of Sciencd, pub~
licution jgﬂﬁbnozruph, either in Moscow ur Lleninpgrad, or in the rop-
ublican xx% c.pitals, particularly, T.sbhhent, Kiev and Tifl:s, “fter
Samarkand 1 went to fiy Bukharu, s.mply zivhi-seei.g, since { had a
~day te kill before I could wet a plune for .imu £ Ata.

\(m'

In Alma timy Ate the visit to the un:versity was disappoitingj the

‘visit to the Acedemy wRExexumEMz of Scicave. was very satisfuctory,

The ¥xxha Kazakhstan Stote University, as it is called, has only one
public.tion, its Uchenye Zuprski, which a&xgld to exchuange, but this

is all. With regerds to mmkxMmis helping us get local non~university
public.tions in return for Americun perivdic.ls and journals they .
veré’nonnégmmitul, The explanction 1 think lies im the fuct that they M
are amuller than [ .shként and that wews -c one or the foculiy is
particularly interested in receivieng any particular Amcrican newspaper
“or periodical. { In Tewhkent the bigtory people were purt.cuiarly
‘€ager to receive such material and thei :s why they ungrecd o nelp

rng.) Since such subscribing to local pubiication- not put out by the
mnivesity is not accepted proceedur: in Soviet educ.tional MR X
i titutions, theie has to be f.culiy pressure to mshe the libravy
2 out of its way tov do this, This was gurte clear 11 Tashkeno where
- the head librarian did riov like the idea but where itha rector and |
Ne dean™ oT the history ficulty were quit: willing., The visit to the
BXBE Kazakh x Acudemy of Scicnces was more rewurding. lhey put out
8 fair number of publicutions, although iess tihun Pemkikswt che Uzbek
Academy, and they ar¢ mcst mx eager to¢ wuke eXxchanpgea with .merics
. a8 big as possible, Li.e the people in Tushkent they are at present

~#eceiving very little from .mericem in general and no biblicgruphies
4 particular, s¢ they don't know very well wiat they want, What they
~have to offer is vhe whole smpreadmx of their own publicatiovus, Unfortunately

the first cutalogue ¢l these publications will not be sut t1l} the end l
~thim yeur so I couldn’t get a copy of it, but they will send it to

and the universities as soun Xt us it appeurs, They reque-ted tha t
‘upiversities aend them their c:talogues an! that LC send them some
grehensive Bk national bibliography, I told them that I would inform
~each of the libruries I represented of their willingness to exchane:.

fdifééily and they ure expecting letiers from you unit the universities

: ﬁ;h@pe to huve cxchianges operating by the first of the yeur, They
~also agreed; if you urewliing, to exciwnge on u unit for uni$ basis,
rather th;g;g?;lar for dollar. I mentionned this only because Harvard
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“prefers it this way, bt I dxd not comuit anyome but Harvurd, (I beliwe

that your exchanges with the “enin Library m are onm this hxxtmx busis

- alse, 17 perhaps you woubd went to adopt the same proceedure with the

Kazakhs’. Their mizauxz address is simply AN Kazakhskoi £fRx SSR, Alma
' HA$a. Eazakhstan, USSR, The address of the aniverasity is Kazakhskii
- Oosedurstvennyl Universitet, Almu Ata, The address of the university
4n Tashkent ls Sxmiwkiwx Sredne-Aziatskii Universitet, Biblioteka,
Tashkent, ¥ Uzbekakaio SSR, USSR. I might add in conclusion
that all . these insitutions werc delighted and touched by my visit
and very iignr to start exchanginog., They enly very recently received
pernilnioaq or rwther instructions,te exchanee with foreign instituti_ons,
and don't seem i® know very well how to go about doing it, since with

the exception ol the upiversity im Taushkent, they are all toe young te
kave had exchang s beiore Mm the var, Thercfore they are eagerly

,; avaiting you first letter with concrete proposais x8 to what to doj

, whether they have a ciear amough ukt picture of .

Americin bo pr%"uction ‘or‘'the name< and “location of Americaen lib-

raries to take the initia#ive thems ives, They are expectiug the in- |

itiative to come from us, and the ouiy comzitment | made {(exedpt in

the cuse of Harvard) was that LC and ths other libruries wouid alil

write soon, Fipally I might add that u!: of these insititutions are

very youngt Tashkent University 19223 the Uzbek icademy 1940 or there

abeu&:; ‘the Kaxakh Academy 1947, 36 far their bouk out-put has not

heen very great %% (this is one of the reusons why we haven 't been

getting it)., But they are all growing vefy f.st and their book www

- eut~put is gelny iLo increase »orreapon&ih(, Bothh the Uzbek wnd the

fxuh Kazakh Aendemies are buildng aew ilibraries, and both iheir

demand for books aund their out-put is zrwwiog very fast. Therefore

we haven't missed ¥ very much so fur by nut exchanwﬁlng with them,

Pwt this is rapidly ceasing to be true.

: One final word in closing., Yesterday | sent jou a c.ble re-
gesting answers to two guestions put m» some time ago,zg Ine Leninm
Library. The reuson for ihis is that both of thesc guesitons are of
very great importance to them and I feel [ have to give ihom some
gort of answer MM scop unless I am Lo kwwk appesr ia their eyes
an impostor or a fraod, which I feur would have & bud efrect on
ur relations with them ® just ai t.e time when they mesm %0 e willing
5 0 - with American libruricl. Also I feel xf that i? I am able
‘to tell them nothing it will be more ditficult to get various microfilms
from them for waich I have asked, in purticular microfilms of the miasing
‘ numbers of xm Knizhnaia Letapis', Perbaps the reason I have hod wmb xx
puanaver from you is thet it is long and siow to communicate Yhrough the
©' 'State Department (Lowry is of the sume .pimiom}. A quicker way tc write
4o me is to send the letter in am envelloppe addressed to Mr, Roye
~ Lowry, c¢/o US Emb.say Helsinki, by the swikx reguler air-mcil. The
letter will be pouched in from Helsinki., It seems thut very often State .
‘is very slow in fowarding letters.

: Since I want to get this letier in toduys pouchy, I will break cff
" nowW, and write you again in a few duys regarding tae my trip te Kiev N

: -
~,’?§ the Caucasua, Sincerely youras, i?

'4{ o Mmshkekr ¢ Alma Aka Pﬂ%\ ChTronS

,t (A Rmucun nel - - ) Uz e k ,or§ hulﬂ\kk
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